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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

FIFTY-ONE SEMINARIANS INSTITUTED AS LECTORS 
 

ROME, 17 January 2010 - On Sunday, 17 January 2010, fifty-one seminarians of the Pontifical North 

American College were instituted to the Ministry of Lector during a celebration of the Eucharist. John 

Norman of the Archdiocese of Omaha, who is in his first year of theological studies, was among those 

seminarians instituted.   

 

The Most Rev. Paul S. Loverde, Bishop of the Diocese of Arlington, celebrated the Mass and instituted 

the new lectors.  Handing the book of Sacred Scriptures to each seminarian, he said, “Take this book of 

holy Scripture and be faithful in handing on the Word of God, so that it may grow strong in the hearts of 

His People.” 

 

In his homily, Bishop Loverde explained, “Dear sons in Christ, the taking of this Bible must be far more 

than an outward gesture, a physical taking hold of a book.  For you, it must be an internal receiving of 

God’s Word….you must allow this Word to enter into you, to take root in your innermost being, so that 

the Word becomes a part of your very self.  In doing so, Mary is your model.  Like her, you must allow 

the Word to take flesh in you and make His home within you.” 

 

The institution as lector is one of the ministries seminarians receive as they proceed towards diaconal and 

priestly ordination.  As the rite indicates, a lector is charged with proclaiming the Word of God in the 

liturgical assembly, instructing children and adults in the faith, and preparing them to receive the 

sacraments worthily.   

 

The Pontifical North American College just completed its 150th anniversary celebration.  Founded in 

1859 by Blessed Pius IX, the college serves as the American house of studies in Rome, where over 5000 

of priests have been formed near the heart of the Church for service in dioceses across North America and 

Australia.  The College strengthens the bonds between Rome and local Churches worldwide, and it allows 

its students to study the Church’s rich religious and cultural heritage at close range. 

 

Photos from the Mass will be available on the College’s website, www.pnac.org, in the coming days.  

Credit should be given to the North American College. 
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